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Do you know anyone in or near West Malling
who knows Excel and Access and might be
looking for a bit of part time work? the email
read. I’d be interested, I replied, pressing send
without a second thought.
Then nothing – absolute silence – like falling
into a cyber abyss. I’m not the sort of person
they’re looking for, I thought.
A couple of weeks later, another email: was I
still interested in some work? Yes, I was. Would
I be willing to travel to Canterbury to discuss
it? Well, I like Canterbury, so it didn’t seem too
much of a hardship.
A local theological college is relocating from its
base at Christ Church University to new
buildings at Malling Abbey. Unfortunately, for
some staff, the move made their journey to
work too difficult, which left gaps in the admin
team. It all sounded very interesting. And so it
is. The only downside is that the new buildings
are not yet ready. So for the time being, I’m
commuting to Canterbury.
And actually, in the sunshine, that’s proved a
joy, too – until our convertible’s roof got stuck
in the boot and refused to reappear. That
meant a train journey. It was straightforward: a
direct to line to Canterbury West. With Google
maps on my phone, I was even able to get to
the University without much hassle.

found myself in very unfamiliar territory, at
North Gate (which even I realised wouldn’t
get me to Canterbury West Station). A helpful
cyclist gave me very clear directions.
Having found the station, I looked up the time
of the next train home. It was a half hour
wait; irritating but not awful. I watched as a
train for Charing Cross pulled out of the
station. However, the next London bound
train was going exactly the same way; via
Ashford International and Sevenoaks. It was
only then that my addled brain figured out I
might actually have to change trains to get to
West Malling – at Ashford.
Ashford International is quite something: lots
of platforms and masses of information on
the boards. And although there appears to be
a wonderful sky bridge, you have to go to the
end of the platform and explore the
underpass to get to the right platform.
With seconds to spare, I rushed onto the
train. Catching my breath, the train just sat
there: I had misread 18:38 as 18:33. I could
breathe – and relax.
I can’t tell you how good it felt to be setting
off for home. It was lovely to be able to watch
people enjoying the balmy weather in their
gardens and allotments. Journeying by train
offers observations impossible whilst driving.
Or the freedom to read, or write, or simply
watch the world go by. It was a rare treat.

The return journey was quite another matter.
My phone had spent its charge meaning
Google maps wasn’t feasible. My sense of
It made me realise I need to regain some
direction is truly awful; although I knew I had
balance in my life. Offers of help would be
retraced my steps for a good while, I suddenly- 2 - greatly appreciated.

The British Olympic team have outdone
themselves. Team GB have become the first
to improve on a home medal haul at the next
Olympics, beating their very impressive 65
with an incredible 67 medals in Rio and
pipping China for 2nd place overall - a nation
more than ten times our size.
Observing the passion, dedication, discipline
and hunger of our athletes has been
inspirational. But it’s worth taking a moment
to reflect on how we got here. A colleague
recently had a conversation in which
someone in church put the brilliant medal
haul down to the “positive effect of Brexit.”
Such a view is on a par with a certain
religious fundamentalism, known by
psychologists as ‘confirmation bias’ - a way
of thinking that counts the hits but ignores
the misses; discounting alternative
possibilities in a disproportionate way.
But this reflection really isn’t about Brexit
and the EU. At least, that’s not what I intend.
What I would like to bring into focus is that
this extraordinary success is no accident. It’s
not down to a feel good factor. The view that
bears scrutiny is that our medal haul can be
attributed to significant financial investment
in our brightest sporting talents, the forward
planning of UK Sport (who, by the way,
started planning for Tokyo 2020 six months
ago), and the hard work, commitment,
passion and dedication of athletes, their
families, their support staff and coaches - not
only over the last four years but, for many of
them, over the course of a lifetime.

sport. In business, home and school, and in
church too, they are valuable lessons to
learn. Speaking of his desire for the
Kingdom of God, St Paul wrote:
Do you not know that in a race all
the runners run, but only one gets
the prize? Run in such a way as to
get the prize. Everyone who
competes in the games goes into
strict training. They do it to get a
crown that will not last; but we do
it to get a crown that will last
forever. (1 Cor 9.24-25, NIV)
Meanwhile, Christ himself noted that “the
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully
advancing, and it is forceful people who lay
hold of it” (Matt 11:12, NIV). So whether in
your working life or home life or
commitment to our Christian community,
know there will always be naysayers and
critics and people who say it can’t be done.
There will always be people who don’t
even try because they’re too busy
watching soap operas or reading novels
while the sink stacks up with dirty plates.
But then there are those who ‘set their
face like flint’ towards a goal. They seek to
realise a bigger vision by being willing to
give sacrificially of their time, their talents
and all that they have - even when it hurts
to do so. It’s a commitment they make in
order to realise something greater and
longer lasting than themselves and, if they
stick to their task, such commitment will
reap its rewards.
David Green

Such values don’t just apply to top class
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Music@Malling Returns
Inside this month’s magazine you should find a booking form for our very special
international festival of music, running from Friday 23rd September – Saturday 1st October.
Just in case it’s slipped out, a version is included on pp. 6-7. We are so lucky to have such
outstanding musicians performing in and around West Malling and at £75 for a potential
16 concerts, season tickets provide incredible value for money.
The festival is the brainchild of Thomas Kemp, international
conductor and violinist. Born and brought up in West Malling,
his idea was to combine outstanding music with an education
programme to give children in local schools a taste of live
music at the highest standard. The schools programme this
year is based on Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf and features
new compositions by participating schools. Concerts are at 11
am and 2 pm on Tuesday 27th at St Mary’s and at the same times the following day at
Discovery School, Kings Hill. Spaces are limited depending on schools’ numbers.
Here’s a whistlestop tour of some of the other treats in store.
Violinist and vocalist Lizzie Ball will perform in the ballroom at the
Farmhouse on Friday, 23rd September along with accordian player Milos
Milivojevic. It will be an eclectic mix of gypsy, jazz, classical and world
music.
Places are strictly limited and include canapés and prosecco. This is the
only event excluded from the season ticket.
Regular stars of Ronnie Scott’s, Callum Au and his big band play a
contemporary tribute to the Great Bard, 400 years after his death.
They will be playing hits from Sondheim and Bernstein’s West Side
Story, a 20th Century musical based on Romeo and Juliet. Rival gangs
of Sharks and Jets replace warring Montagues and Capulets, Maria
for Juliet and Tony for Romeo. St Mary’s WM on Saturday 24th at 8
pm. Not to be missed.
Richard Harwood, who last year played all of Bach’s six Cello Suites
at Malling Abbey in a series of unforgettable lunchtime concerts,
returns to feature once more in the Bach Pilgrimage along with Sami
Junnonen – the man with the golden flute. On Saturday 24th
September there are concerts of Bach and Mozart (and some Bach
arranged by Mozart) at All Saints, Birling (11 am) and Ss Peter &
Paul’s, Trottiscliffe (2 pm) with just enough time for a picnic or pub
lunch in between.
-4-

On Monday 26th September, Richard will be joined by harpsichordist
Stephen Devine to play Bach’s three Sonatas for Viola da Gamba in the
stunning surroundings and acoustics of Malling Abbey.
Sophia Rahman, whose musical skills include being able to play the piano
immaculately with a small child sitting on her lap, will join Thomas Kemp
(violin) and Adrian Bradbury (cello) for a tribute to the 1914-1918
conflict, at the Barn Chapel, Water Lane, WM, on Thursday 29th at 1 pm.
Fauré, Janacek and Bridge feature: music written during the conflict or
in the immediate aftermath.
.Matthew Owens, organist and choirmaster of Wells Cathedral, will be
putting the organ at St Mary’s through its paces in a performance of
pieces by Bach, Mozart and Bingham.
Please note the change of date for this concert from that published in
last month’s magazine: Friday 30th September at 1:00 pm.
Internationally acclaimed vocalists Stile Antico
join West Malling Community Choir and Sami
Junnonen for another tribute to Shakespeare.
They will perform music set to his words on
Friday 30th September including the European
Premiere of Bingham’s Does the Moon Shine?
St Mary’s, WM at 8 pm.
Richard Harwood plays at the Control Tower, Kings Hill at 1 pm on Saturday, 1 st October
for a fascinating performance of pieces for solo cello by world renowned film composers
including John Williams (whose scores include Harry Potter & Star Wars), Ennio Morricone
(A Fistful of Dollars), Alex Heffes (The Last King of Scotland), James Brett (Outpost) and
Dario Marianelli (Pride & Prejudice). It’s an atmospheric setting for an enchanting recital.
The final concert of the festival, at 8 pm on
Saturday, sees the welcome return of Matt
Ford (left), with his Sinatra-esque tones
and wonderful interpretation of the
classics. Joined by artistic director at
Ronnie Scott’s, the inimitable, irrepressible
James Pearson (right), the Tippet Quartet,
Callum Au and Matt Skelton, this promises
to be a fitting finale to a truly exceptional festival.
As an added bonus, not only do Season Tickets represent exceptional value for money,
purchase also includes an invitation to the launch party, hosted by Chairman, Alan
Gibbins and his lovely wife, Mary. Book now, while tickets are still available! Becky C
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Diary
Dates

2016
When

Who

What

Where

Price

Lizzie Ball &
Milos Milivojevic

Classical Kicks!

Farmhouse
(see p. 16)

£20**

Chamber Domaine
Flute Quartets

Bach Pilgrimage
Mozart & Bach

All Saints
Birling

£10

Chamber Domaine Bach Pilgrimage
Flute Quartets cont. Mozart & Bach

Ss Peter & Paul
Trottiscliffe

£10

Callum Au Big Band

St Mary, WM

£20

Chamber Domaine Go Compose!
10 am – 5 pm Workshop for budding composers

Clout Institute
High St, WM

FREE!

Mon 26th Sept Richard Harwood &

Bach Pilgrimage

Malling Abbey

£10

1 pm

Stephen Devine

Sonatas for
Viola da Gamba
& Harpsichord

Tue 27th Sept

Chamber Domaine
& Adam McKenzie

Peter & the Wolf St Mary, WM

11 am
1 pm

Matthew Truscott & Bach Pilgrimage
Stephen Devine
Sonatas for Violin

rd

Fri 23 Sept

8pm
Sat 24th Sept

11 am
2 pm
8 pm

West Side Story

th

Sun 25 Sept

Malling Abbey

£5
£10

& Harpsichord
2 pm

Chamber Domaine
& Adam McKenzie

Peter & the Wolf St Mary, WM
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£5

M@M Diary Dates 2016 cont.
Weds 28th Sept Chamber Domaine

Peter & the Wolf Discovery School £5
Kings Hill

11 am

& Adam McKenzie

1 pm

Matthew Truscott & Bach Pilgrimage
Stephen Devine
Sonatas for Violin

Malling Abbey

£10

& Harpsichord

2 pm

Chamber Domaine
& Adam McKenzie

Peter & the Wolf Discovery School £5
Kings Hill

Thur 29th Sept Chamber Domaine
1914 – 1918
1 pm
Thomas Kemp – violin
Adrian Bradbury – cello
Sophia Rahman – piano

Barn Chapel
Fauré, Bridge
Janacek

£15/12*

Fri 30th Sept

Matthew Owens
Organ

Bach Pilgrimage
Bach, Mozart &
Bingham

St Mary, WM

£10

8 pm

Stile Antico with
Sammi Junnonen
& West Malling
Community Choir

Touches of Sweet St Mary, WM
Harmony

£20

Sat 1st Oct

Richard Harwood

Composing
without Picture

Control Tower
Kings Hill

£15/12*

Matt Ford, James
Pearson & friends,
Tippett Quartet

Close to You II

St Mary, WM

£20

1 pm

1 pm
8 pm

Under 21s can attend concerts FREE excluding Peter and the Wolf
Season ticket £75
Tickets marked * indicate concession for people over 65
Tickets marked ** excluded from season ticket
Further details from musicatmalling.com
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In July we enjoyed our annual tea party,
hosted by Sue Chapple. Whilst there, we all
helped stitched a tapestry, being sewn by
Joan Austin, which will be made into a tray
once complete to celebrate our 140th
anniversary.
On Saturday 23rd July £105 was raised at the
Cake Sale. Thanks to all who supported it.
We are still collecting toiletries for the women’s refuge in Maidstone. Please leave them
in the box at the back of the church.
On Mary Sumner Day, five of us attended evensong at Rochester Cathedral where the
choir was visiting from Dunstable. We joined other M.U. members from all over the
diocese to celebrate our 140 years.
Our next meeting will be held in the church on Monday September 12th at the earlier
time of 2:00 pm when we will be discussing tips and recipes for healthy living. Please
bring along any recipes or tips to share. All are welcome.
Gail Crutchfield

Time to plan for the 2016 sponsored Ride & Stride on Saturday 10th September in aid of
Kent's churches. 740 Kent churches will be open between 10am and 6pm and this will be
an opportunity to visit ones you have not seen before. You chose your route and you can
cycle or walk as you wish. The money raised through sponsorship is shared equally
between the church of your choice and the Friends of Kent Churches who give grants to
churches to help them with repairs. Please ask me for a sponsorship form and details of
which churches are open or they are downloadable from the website,
www.friendsofkentchurches.co.uk.
Each year, a group from St Mary try a different route starting from West Malling. Others
take the train with their cycles and start from another part of the county or chose
somewhere full of interest such as Canterbury and walk around the churches there.
It's all in a good cause, very enjoyable and all good exercise!
-8-

Mary Gibbins

Join our happy band of cleaners!
Can you spare an hour one Monday a month?
Help us to clean St Mary’s and make friends as
you dust and polish. We meet at 10 o’clock:




Monday, 5th September
Monday, 3rd October and
Monday, 7th November

Many hands make light work - we’d love you to
join us.

Confirmation Service, Sunday 11th December at St Mary’s
Confirmation classes will be starting in September.
See pew sheet for further details or contact David Green.

Survey Results
Thank you to everybody who completed the questionnaire about church service
times and formats. We have now collated the results. Everyone on the Electoral Roll,
if they have not already picked up a copy, will receive one in due course. Some spare
copies of the report are available at the back of church.
The PCC will be discussing the results over coming months. Please pray for wisdom in
discerning the best solutions to allow as many as possible to join us in worshipping
God and growing his Church.

Do you know how many of the Tate family go to church?
There is old man Dick Tate who wants to run everything, while Uncle Ro
Tate tries to change everything.Their sister Agi Tate stirs up plenty of
trouble with the help of her husband, Iri Tate.
Whenever new projects are suggested, Hesi Tate and his wife Vege Tate
want to wait until next year. Then there is Aunt Imi Tate who just wants her
church to be like all the others.
And then, of course, there it the black sheep of the family, Ampu Tate, who
has cut herself off from the church.
But not all the Tates are bad: Brother Felici Tate is quite helpful in various
ways. Cousins Cogi and Medi Tate always think things over and lend a
steadying hand. Finally, there is that delightfully happy and welcoming
member of the family – Felici Tate.
Contributed by Jane Best-Shaw
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Oh, What a Wonderful Boat Trip
As soon as we left port, Able Seaman Bays
was instructed to steer a course (ultimately of
course) for North Goodwin Light Vessel and, at Sheerness Dockyard, Kingsnorth Power
Station silhouetted against the sky and the
without further delay, Chief Petty Officer
Harry Fuller organised grog on the poop deck. engineered beauty of the Isle of Sheppey
road bridge across the Swale. Southend was
The year was 2016 … and on the first
sighted to starboard, but time and tide did
Saturday in July, nine passengers and would
not allow a visit – we didn’t mean to go to
be ship’s crew, more commonly known as
sea.
members of St Mary’s congregation, joined
Captains John and Jaki on their splendid blue We ship’s crew were a happy, friendly group,
boat New Dawn and set forth on a fundraising enjoying being in the fresh air on deck and
jaunt from the upper reaches of the Medway sharing the experience. It was good to be
right out to the Thames Estuary, destination able to spend time talking and getting to
know all better, when we often don’t get the
the wreck of the USS Richard Montgomery.
opportunity on a Sunday morning. Able
New Dawn, a fine wooden former Scottish
Seamen took turns in taking the helm and
fishing boat, has a beautifully shaped hull,
checking the depth sounder and we had a
pointed at the stern to match the bow and
sociable cold buffet of ship’s biscuits and
designed for the rough seas around the
Scottish coast. Captain (Churchwarden) John grog below deck. Captain John, in fine fettle
and good heart, spared us from scrubbing
has spent time and talent converting below
deck, with cabins clad in pine and many coats the deck and walking the plank. On our
return journey we stopped to pick up a buoy
of chandler’s varnish, comfortable for sea
and Able Seaman Phil impressed us by
faring journeys to foreign parts.
swimming a complete circuit around the
Taking to the river quickly bought us land
boat, managing to snap from the water a
lovers close to the power and beauty of
very effective photograph of the ship’s bow,
nature. The River Medway, as it meanders
presented later to John and Jaki, to say thank
towards the sea, ever widens, with a big open
you from the crew.
sky rapidly changing from dark grey drama to
sunny silvery blue - all reflected on the water, At around 8:00 in the evening, time was
called at Harry’s Bar on deck, we had arrived
along with watery green and petrol blue
shades. The weather was set reasonably fair, back safely and returned to dry land. Shiver
me timbers – what a wonderful boat trip –
just a little rain and lots of sunshine and we
food for the soul! Thank you Captains John
were treated to the sight of a magnificent
and Jaki.
Lesley Bays
rainbow, dipping both ends into the river.
Mixing with striking nature was the manmade history of Upnor Castle and the old
John is arranging more fundraising jaunts, so
military forts near the mouth of the Medway, if Lesley’s lovely article has whetted your
the strange beauty of old industrial buildings appetite, do get in touch with him. His details
are inside the front cover. Ed
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A Big Thank You
Our Estonian guests
were thrilled with the
hospitality and their
jam-packed itinerary:
from London to Leeds
Castle, Rochester
Cathedral to local pubs and garden barbecues. Thank you to all who helped host,
guide, entertain and provide items for their goody bags. All your efforts were very
much appreciated.

‘Alternative’ Quiz Night
West Malling & Offham Supporters’
Saturday 10th September 2016, 7:30pm for 8:00pm

Offham Village Hall
Tickets £10:00 (includes welcome drink and ploughman’s supper)
Tickets/information: wmevents@sky.com

Charity Concert
St Mary’s, West Malling
Saturday 8th October, 7:00 pm
Further details: clare-wilson@live.com
Proceeds shared: St Mary’s/World Challenge

HALF PRICE SEASON TICKET
(first time subscribers only)
£55:00 for FIVE concerts in Mote Hall
Contact Nicci: 07817 429143
nicci@nicciwhitaker.myzen.co.uk
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Adam’s Gardens

VINER & SONS LTD
Keith Viner
Family run since 1777

Let your garden be mine too

General Garden
Maintenance
 Expert Pruning
 Ideas & Inspiration


FUNERAL DIRECTORS &
MONUMENTAL MASONS

Plant Advice/Supplies

All locations covered

Friendly, reliable & fully
insured

PERSONAL DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE
& PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

Studied Horticulture at Hadlow
(National Diploma – Distinction)

54 HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING,
KENT ME19 6LU

Ring for a free quote

07957 461958
01732 846796

Website: www.vinerandsons.co.uk
Email: info@vinerandsons.co.uk

Tel: 01732 842485

adamurgardener@aol.com
* Please read my column for jobs to do
in your garden this month.

- 12 -

OFFHAM VILLAGE HALL
TABLE TOP SALE & REFRESHMENTS
Sunday 23rd October, 8:30 am – 3:00 pm
On the day the steam engines, vintage cars
and bikes come to Offham village green, we
invite you to join us in the village hall.
Cooked breakfasts served 8.30 am - 10.30 am
Tea, coffee and cakes served 10.30 am - 3.00 pm

If you would like a table for selling your goods,
(£10) please contact: Fiona  07949 216537
The Village Hall is on Church Road, opposite the tennis courts & cricket
club.
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St Michael’s Offham:
News & Muse
The Annual Sponsored Ride & Stride for the Friends of Kent
Churches will be held on Saturday, 10th September;
sponsorship forms are available from Nicola Mackrill (01732
842432). St Michael's will benefit from any money that you
raise, and we would really love more cyclists from the village this is a fun event, so please come along and join in. Both St
Michael’s Church and Offham Methodist Church will be open
from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm for cyclists and walkers to “sign in” so that our Churches can
be part of your sponsorship. The proceeds of the event will be divided equally between
The Friends of Kent Churches and the Church or Chapel of the rider’s choice.
Harvest Festival will be on Sunday, 2nd October.
A Service of Harvest Thanksgiving will be first of all at 9:15 am at St Michael’s Church.
This is an opportunity for the whole community of the village to gather together to give
thanks for God's gifts to us.
Also on Sunday, 2nd October jointly with the Offham Society - at
4:00 pm in St Michael’s, harpist Margaret Watson will entertain us
with her wonderful music. All proceeds will be donated to St
Michael’s Church Fabric Restoration Fund, so please support this
good cause and enjoy a taste of heavenly harp playing. Margaret
will play a varied programme, from classical to more modern.
Entry by ticket only at £10 per adult (children free). To book your tickets please contact
either Mike Rowe on  01732 849616 or Patrick Bligh on  01732 842952.
Brian Heath says in appreciation - “Guests attending my recent 80th
birthday celebrations kindly donated the sum of £355 for St Michael’s
Church in lieu of birthday gifts. I am truly grateful for this sum and
thank everyone for their generosity.”
The Children’s Society summer box opening amounted to £197.34 with
many thanks to all our box holders for this great effort. Linda Graham
Offham Methodist Church
Our Annual Autumn Sale will be held on Saturday, 1st October at 2:00 pm in our hall.
Last year's local support was a success: people shared conversation over a cup of tea and
a cake. The proceeds from the stalls also sent us home happy! We
will be setting up from 10:00 am until midday, when any gifts for
stalls will be welcome, especially homemade cakes, large or small
- both for the stall and to go with that cup of tea. We hope to see
you on October 1st.
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Our “Tea & Chat” continues on the first Tuesday of the month
– 6th September and 4th October, meeting in our hall from 2:00 until
4:00 pm; you are invited to join us to meet old friends and maybe some new ones over a
cup of tea. Feel free just to look in at any time you have on the day.
Offham Open House
On Thursday, 1st September we will visit the Kent Firefighting
Museum at Woodlands Garden Centre, a small and interesting
museum which opened in August 2014, with displays of historical
firefighting appliances, equipment, artefacts and photographs
relating to the history of firefighting in Kent. The Museum will be opening especially for
us as they are not normally open on a Thursday and the cost per head will be £6.00 to
cover the cost of a donation to the museum, morning coffee and a shortbread biscuit.
Coffee in the “Twigg and Spoon” will be at 10:20 am before heading over to the museum
at 11:15 am.
The following month on 6th October, our meeting will be a "talk and taste" from
Katherine Foster-Smith of Great Preservations, who has set up her own business in
Tonbridge making jams, chutneys and marmalade. Katherine has won a bronze and silver
medal in the World’s Original Marmalade Awards. The meeting starts at 10:00 am and
will take place at Wendy Williams' house, 19 Pepingstraw Close.
Malling District U3A was successfully launched in September 2007
and we are now approaching our 10th anniversary next year with
450 members. For those who do not already know about the work
and scope of a U3A (University of the Third Age), this is a self-help
educational body which runs for the benefit of RETIRED and semi-retired people. U3A
offers three main types of activity; a monthly meeting with a speaker, which gives
members an opportunity to meet friends away from the study groups; occasional visits,
social events and study days; and most importantly, a programme of Interest Groups –
we now have 57 different groups on offer with a wide range of subjects from several
levels of languages (Latin, Italian, German for example), local history, genealogy,
discussion, gardening and walking to mention but a few. Interest groups are usually held
during the day in participating members’ homes and each group organises its own study
schedule and related visits. The aim is to provide a forum for informed discussion, to
develop a practical skill or to enjoy a leisure activity in the company of others - and to
have fun! Organised by its own members, at low cost, Malling U3A meets local demands
and interests because it is so flexible as an organisation. Our annual ‘Sign Up’ meeting
will be held on Tuesday, 27th September from 2:00 to 3:30 pm in Ryarsh Village Hall: you
are invited to come along and utilise your talents and expand your interests! Further
details can be obtained from our Membership Secretary, Carole Lawrence ( 01622717316) or visit our website at www.mallingdistrictu3a.org.uk.
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Good News from
St Gabriel’s:
A Message from Mark
Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke
is easy and my burden is light.
How do you rest? Where is it that you
find places of recreation and rest in your
life?
Summer is typically a time of rest and
recuperation for many people. It can also
be a time of excitement and potential.
The summer is a time of change for
many people in our congregation. For
those with children and grandchildren,
you will be most aware of the changes
that will be going on. Eager anticipation
or dread as your child mover on a life
stage (moving up a year), excitement of
the potential of spending more time with
the family, either on holiday or as they
come and visit. There is also the
potential excitement of going on holiday:
a long awaited time of rest, relaxation
with friends and/or family.
The recent terror attacks that the world

has experienced, including those on a
priest, have put the whole of Europe, and
many of us individually, on alert. We are
living in challenging times and, for many,
the idea of a holiday abroad or in the UK
will be worrying. For others, the difficulties
of the current day or the past few weeks
will be challenge enough: learning to live
without loved ones; worrying about what
the future brings.
The idea of Sabbath is one of restoration:
the Sabbath day restores you for the
coming week of work ahead. And when
Jesus said, ‘Come to me and I will give you
rest,’ he was saying, come and rest with me,
come and tell me your problems and be
renewed through my spirit and presence.
Whatever your worries at this time, pray for
the world; I pray over this summertime, you
will find rest and restoration.
Mark’s mum, Wendy, died unexpectedly on
2nd August. Please keep the Montgomery
family in your prayers as they adjust to their
new situation.
Editor

Please pray for…
…our Church and Community: team to discern vision.
…those who are unwell, troubled or sad: for relief from pain, courage, peace and healing;
for those who mourn; those struggling financially or in their relationships.
…Mid-week groups: Girls’ Brigade; Knit and Natter, Shine Brighter and the house-group.
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Diary Dates
Monday 5th Sept, 8:00 pm
Wednesday 7th Sept, 1:00pm
Wednesday 7th Sept, 7:30 pm
Thursday 8th Sept, 7:45 pm
Sunday 11th Sept, 12 noon →
Tuesday 13th Sept, 8:00 pm
Wednesday 21st Sept, 1:00 pm
Wednesday 21st Sept, 7:30 pm
Tuesday 27th Sept, 8:00 pm
Sunday 29th Sept, 6:00 pm

Cluster Prayers
27 Ames Way, Kings Hill
Knit & Natter
5 Cellini Walk, Kings Hill
Shine Brighter
37 Shoesmith Lane, KH
Please contact Vikki Radford for further details.
Ministry Leadership Team Vicarage, Kings Hill
Make your Mark
Kings Hill School, KH
Homegroup
27 Ames Way, Kings Hill
Knit & Natter
5 Cellini Walk, Kings Hill
Shine Brighter
Venue tba
Homegroup
27 Ames Way, Kings Hill
Michaelmas Cluster Service St Gabriel, Kings Hill

For the Parish Registers
St Mary, West Malling
Baptism
rd

July 3
July 10th
July 24th
August 7th
August 14th
August 21st
August 28th
August 29th

Blessing of a Civil Wedding
August 27th Stuart & Julia Parkinson

Oliver Charles Nelson
Sienna Rose Chaplin
Summer Claire Jane Chaplin
Oliver Harry Thomas Farley
Elicia Joy Trewartha
Freddie Andrew Fox
Talia Ivy Hyde
Roman John Tregear
Olivia Aurora Read
Rebecca Louise Okubajo

Thanksgiving for the birth of a child
August 21st

Seren Davies

Wedding
July 1st
July 8th
July 9th
July 16th
August 19th
August 20th
August 21st

Paul Anderson & Jessica Porter
Jack Grundy & Paula-Ann Bailey
Kane Caple & Rebecca Hutchins
Chris Lawrence & Caroline Smart
Ricky Gooch & Fay O’Neill
Felix Baker & Ruth Lovelock
Chris Moore & Kimberley Laker
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Funeral
July 4th
July 6th
July 11th
July 20th
August 9th

Charles Telling
Joan Dines
Dorothy Patrick
Geoffrey Colbran
Bernard Carlton

Interment
July 5th

Charles Telling

Burial
July 11th

Dorothy Frances Patrick

St Michael, Offham
Baptism
August 7th Beatrice

Wedding
August 13th Danny Cope & Lisa Macken

Funeral
July 5th

Dennis Woodland
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On Terrorism: a
Priest’s Perspective
Do you have Christian heroes?
We all have people we look up to - people
we admire, but when it comes to faith and
Christian spirituality,
is there anyone you admire? Anyone to
whom you look for inspiration?
I’m a big fan of St John of Damascus: a man
who stridently defended the use of imagery
in churches
in the 7th Century, at a time when churches
were being stripped bare of all decoration.
He did so because he believed in the power
of images to communicate the gospel. That’s
what it was about for him.
He wrote, ‘The image is to the illiterate,
what the book is to the literate.’
I consider him a prophet with a great deal to
say to our time with many people, not
necessarily illiterate these days,
but certainly primarily visual in their outlook.
The prayer I often pray when I start a
sermon:
“Lord Jesus, before whom all things lie open,
bless the words of my mouth, direct my
purpose and my heart. Help us all as we
listen, not to turn aside to the right or be
distracted to the left, but to walk always in
your footsteps. Amen.”
That prayer is his. It comes from the first
chapter of his book “On the divine images”,
I admire Hudson Taylor, a missionary who
went to China. He died a year after this
church was re-ordered: in 1905. Unlike the
missionaries of the time, when he went to
China, he chose to dress and cut his hair in
the way that the Chinese people did. He
- 19 -

Sermon by Revd David Green, preached
Sunday, 14th August. Heb 11.29-12.2 and
Luke 12.49-56
‘went native’ (as they say) and was heavily
criticised for it. But, by inculturating the
Good News of Jesus, and communicating
it in ways that Chinese people could
understand as one of them, he had a
massive influence… arguably still being felt
to this very day. And changed the way that
missionary work is done.
And I admire Beryl and Joyce: You won’t
know Beryl and Joyce, but they were two
Christian ladies, both widowed, both
elderly, who lived together and when I
first found faith in God, they took me, and
other young people like me in our youth
group, into their home. We met with
them, drank tea and ate biscuits with
them – we ate a lot of biscuits – and they
loved us and they discipled us and shared
Jesus with us.
Who are your heroes?
If you haven’t got some, try reading some
biographies, or follow the Saints Days in
the church calendar and see who
resonates with you. Or think about who
has impacted your life - family, friends,
neighbours.
In our reading from Hebrews today, we
hear of many heroes of the faith and the
writer concludes:
“since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith”
Since we are surrounded by so many

heroes: those who live with us now, those
who have gone before us in the faith,
the people we admire, the people who
inspire us, it is our turn now to run the race,
to live the faith, to live for Jesus and bring
Jesus to our generation.
But let’s be honest… that really isn’t easy
sometimes.

faithful to Jesus. We cannot always please
God and please the world.

And it’s at times like that, when resistance,
or antipathy, or hatred comes our way that
As Jesus said in the Gospel reading today – a
we need our heroes. Not just those who
very tough passage to hear:
have gone before us, saints of the past that
Do you think that I have come to bring peace
we look up to – but people immediately
to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather
around us – people who have nurtured us in
division!
our faith, or continue to encourage us and
Not everyone wants to hear about Jesus. For love us and support us now. We are always
some, the very mention of his name will
stronger together than we will be alone.
raise their hackles. I know that wearing this
Of course, in recent days, hatred has been
collar around my neck means some instantly
seen in France. I was on holiday and less
judge me and hate me. And now and again,
than an hour away from those events when
they do. I see that, hear that sometimes.
Fr Jacques Hamel was brutally murdered
Of course, perspective is vital. Let’s
while he took a small, quiet midweek
remember that survey we spoke about
Communion: a service that I have taken, and
earlier this Summer. We are in great
that every Priest takes, on a regular basis.
relationships with 70% of the population,
Inevitably, in the wake of the attack,
who think Christians are friendly, caring,
dioceses sent emails and reminders about
good-humoured, generous, encouraging,
security and the PCC, Churchwardens and I
and hopeful. They like us, and they’re
will review ours.
interested to talk God with us.
But, there is no Gospel in frisking everyone
But given our readings, perhaps today it’s
at the door, or locking ourselves in to
important to remember the antipathy felt by
celebrate Christ hidden from the world.
some: the resistance that evil will always
There is risk and vulnerability always in
manifest towards the Gospel.
following Jesus. We worship Christ with
St Paul wrote that the cross is foolishness to open doors and open hearts
those who are perishing (1 Cor 18) and many because that is the Christian response to
live as enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil
anyone and everyone.
3.18).
If people were to rob this church when it’s
I know well that I can’t please everyone. I try open every day, I would still have it open the
to make sure the only offence I might make following day. We cannot hide behind health
is the Cross; that I don’t cause offence in
and safety risk assessments. To be a
other ways. I don’t always get that right, I
Christian is to be vulnerable, because
know. But if we try to be liked by everyone, without that sense of servant-hearted
in the final analysis, we will not be counted vulnerability to those in need, there would
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fear, then they have already won.

never be a blessing, never a welcome, never
the chance of redemption.
Like many Clergy, I will come to the table
today, my first time in this service presiding
at Communion since Fr Jacques’ death and
do so with a keener sense of that
vulnerability and risk, but it doesn’t mean I
won’t continue to do it
Because I am called, not to a spirit of fear,
but to live our lives joyfully and with hope in
the midst of the suffering and pain that we
experience and see around us.
Our message is good news to a broken
world, not safety and security in a hidden
place for a nicely, ordered and controlled
sub-culture that we fashion in our preferred
image.
And perhaps, on a less spiritual level, if we
allow anyone’s hatred to make us live in

In the memory of Fr Jacques, who died doing
what Priests do, as we all follow in the
footsteps of our Great High Priest, and in the
knowledge that all earthly security is
ultimately a false security, I will put my trust
in God, look to my heroes for inspiration,
look to you, the community of which I am a
part, for encouragement and continue in the
life, worship and witness of the church.
“The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.” John 3.19
Almighty God,
by whose grace and power your holy martyr
Fr Jacques Hamel
triumphed over suffering and was faithful
unto death:
strengthen us with your grace,
that we may endure reproach and
persecution
and the hatred of sinful people,
while we faithfully bear witness to the name
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen

40 Acts is a great way to make a difference during Lent: based on a traffic light
system (green = easy – red = more challenging) the website provides ideas for
making a difference to others. Do you have any ideas for making a difference?
40 Acts would love to hear from you! www.40acts.org.uk
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Borders &
Boundaries
Grace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ be with you.
Dear friends – brothers and sisters in
Christ – first of all I bring the greetings
from your sister churches, St Michael’s in
Jõhvi and St Mary’s in Pühajõe and our
assurances that our relationship endures,
independent from political or any other
changes in our countries.
God’s word in Deuteronomy is very hard
and it pushes us to make decisions in our
contemporary political reality. Only a true
prophet knows what is true and what is
false in God’s eyes and expresses clearly
God’s will. The decision of the British
people not to remain in membership of
the European Union may be good or false
but, in any case, it is God’s sign that there
is something wrong with the European
Union now.
Of course, Brexit is in these weeks very
important not only for English people but
for all people (including Christians) in
Europe. There are quite a number of
issues: big numbers of migrants from
Asian and African countries – is it
necessary for all of them to flee from their
home country to another? Other things in
our modern world influence decision
making: education, dominant themes in
families, communities or society, or in
schools and workplaces. The notion that
‘it has always been this way’, or ‘this is
new and sounds interesting’, the desire to
be original or popular or…

Sermon by Revd Peeter Kaldur,
Vicar in our link parishes of Jõhvi
and Pühajõe
Sunday 17th August – Deut 13.1-4
It is difficult to discern and understand what
the will of God is – and what it is not – how to
obey his voice and serve Him. Only one thing
will help: to pray and ask God to reveal His
will to us and for us to fulfil His will even we
don’t seem to understand it, or it seems hard
(or even impossible) to fulfil it.
God has given us freedom and normally he
will not push us even if our decision is not
right and good, but is entirely stupid. He is
simply calling us to think about our thoughts,
our actions, our words and our decisions.
Working together, making joint decisions is
generally good, but that doesn’t always
translate into democracy as some
democratically made decisions are inhuman
and have nothing to do with the divine.
Consider the words of Deuteronomy,
forewarning us and speaking of worshipping
other gods. What about our modern gods?
Can we not find them in politics, in ideology,
in economy, in modern teachings? Our
people in Estonia have been victims of
human, not divine, ideology for two
generations and we can find victims
nowadays in all nations. Even Christians have
said, ‘Let us go after gods which you have not
known, and let us serve them.’ We have no
right to judge or condemn them, but to help
them to change – if need be their minds – to
look for God’s will and to fulfil it. It is the
same with Brexit: we do not know what is
really God’s will, but as soon as we do, we are
obliged to fulfil it.
Maybe, the knowledge and experience of
ideology is why we are
- 23inhuman
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mistrustful or cautious of ideologies and
pragmatic about whether or not to accept
others as friends. But we love the same
holy God and that shared faith creates
trust, even if we do not understand
everything in the same way. As it is
written in Deuteronomy, we together
walk after the Lord our God and fear Him,
and keep His commandments and obey
His voice, and we shall serve Him and hold
fast to Him. Very often, God’s word
pushes us to new decisions, unknown to
generations before us, but as the apostle
in the New Testament says: For the word
of God is living and powerful and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even
to the division of soul and spirit, and the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart.
(Hebrews 4.12)
Throughout history, the decisions of
people, kings, parliaments, political
parties and public opinions have differed.
Our contemporary decisions may be
wrong, but divine decisions are always
true, never wrong and sooner or later
they will come to be realised. As it is

written in Deuteronomy: The Lord your God
is testing you to know whether you love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul. One thing is clear: if our
decision in this moment is wrong, God is
testing us but will not condemn us. He
gives us time to change our thinking and
our ways, in order finally to fulfil His will.
I will not judge either side in the recent
referendum: I hope everybody made their
decision according to their conscience and
those who did not vote did not for good
reason at that moment. But this
referendum was historic for two reasons: it
was the first time one nation clearly voted
on the EU and also it was the first time half
a nation said ‘yes’ and half a nation said
‘no’.
Finally, I ask you to be obedient to God’s
will, to try to understand Him in this and all
difficult decisions and, if possible, to fulfil
our decision. God’s will is our partnership:
let us find the best ways to realise it. Amen.

Michaelmas Cluster Service
Sunday 25th September, 6:00 pm
St Gabriel’s, Discovery School, Kings Hill
Refreshments served after the service
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In the Garden with Adam’s Gardens
(See page 6 for Adam’s advert and details)
September heralds the end of summer
and the beginning of autumn. I
personally find this month a very fulfilling
time as the garden can be full of bright
colour: rudbekias, heleniums, phlox,
penstemon, crocosmia and sedums really
are the stars of the herbaceous border at
this time of the year. These guys know
how to put on a show with their rich
palette, bringing a smile to the face of us
gardeners. They really can extend that
summer feeling with the warmth they
exude.
With the heat of the sun calming down
(yes, when it came out it was pretty hot),
and the air temperature cooling, these
perennials will not be going to seed so
quickly thus meaning less dead-heading,
giving more time to enjoy them, which
can only be a good thing. With the grass
recovering and becoming greener rather
than straw coloured, the garden should
look in rude health.
But if yours is not looking at its best then
don't fret; the next few months are a
good time to put this right. If the thought
of having these wonderful perennials I've
mentioned appeals to you, then my
advice is to make an initial audit of the
border in which you wish to have late
summer colour. Decide what stays and
what goes. It's a good idea to be a little
ruthless and get rid of any
underperforming shrubs and perennials
as you'll need enough space in the
border for a least 3 of each variety: you
want this as it will give you a fuller, more
established look.
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A real bonus when buying new plants at
this time of the year, is most of them will
be fully grown in their pots, which in the
spring would be divided into 2 or even 3
plants. Yes, the garden centre may not
have kept the said plants in tip-top shape
by dead-heading them frequently but,
you're getting good value in the long run
and you could always try and get a bob
or two off by asking for discount as it’s
past its best.
Another benefit of planting during the
autumn is you'll save time on watering;
after the first watering in there should be
enough rainfall until it goes dormant for
the winter.
Please don't think just digging and hole
and plonking your new plant into it will
guarantee this splendid sight I've painted
for you. You'll need to give it a good start
in life as it’s only been used to growing in
a pot, probably in a greenhouse for half
its existence. So, dig the hole double the
size of the pot and mix compost with the
spoil (the soil you've dug out), with
maybe a small amount of fish, blood and
bone (this will aid root growth, which is
vitally important to the health of the
plant in the long term) before back filling,
then give it a good glug of water as this
will get rid of air pockets (again helping
root growth). Lastly, mulch around the
newly planted plant as this will hold in
moisture and keep weeds from
competing with it.
So, September maybe the end of summer
but, maybe it's just the start of you
having a spectacular garden next year!

Advertising Rates for 2016
6.5 cm x 4.5 cm
(1/8 page)

£7.00 / edition

6.5 cm x 9.25 cm
(¼ page)

£12.00 / edition

13.25 cm x 9.5 cm
(½ page)

£22.00 / edition

Full page:

£41.00 / edition

Limited space available. First come
first served. Deadline 25th of month.
For further details, contact Sue Elson
 sueannelson@hotmail.com
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Calendar for September
Barn Chapel, Pilsdon at Malling, Water Lane
Sundays
4:00 pm
Open House Tea
6:00 pm
Holy Communion
Wednesdays
12 noon
Holy Communion
St Mary’s, West Malling
Sundays
8:00 am
September 4th
11:00 am
th
September 11
11:00 am
September 18th 11:00 am
September 25th 11:00 am
Mondays
7:45 pm
Tuesdays
10:00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Service – Counting the Cost
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Bell Ringing
Morning Prayer

St Gabriel’s, Discovery School, Kings Hill
Sunday
September 4th
9:30 am
Worship and the Word
September 11th 9:30 am
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
September 18th 9:30 am
All Age Parade Service
th
September 25
9:30 am
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

St Michael’s, Offham
Sunday
September 4th
9:15 am
September 11th 9:15 am
September 18th 9:15 am
September 25th 9:15 am

Offham Methodist Church
Sundays
11:00 am

All Age Service – Counting the Cost
Holy Communion (Common Worship)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Worship
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